
Things to Look For When Buying a Used Forklift  

Checklist 
 

There are a few things you should really pay attention to when buying used. You may even want to think 

about printing this out and taking it with you when you go to buy a used forklift. This advice could be a 

game changer. 

Here’s what you should look for when buying used: 

 

 Cosmetic Evidence: Looking at the wear on the body of the forklift can tell you a lot about how 

it has been cared for and how it has been used. If the body is significantly damaged, the internal 

parts probably have some damage too. 

 Ask the seller where the unit has been used.  Caution should be given if it came out from a 

foundry, food processing or heavy manufacturing.  And always ask for maintenance records!    

 Always inspect a potential purchase.  A qualified technician will see things that a less educated 

eye may miss. 

 Fluid Leakage: If you see fluid leaking from any part of the forklift, you should be concerned. 

Leaking fluid is a red flag that something may be wrong with the forklift.  Performance can 

potentially suffer and additional damage can be incurred.  

 Smoking or Slow Starting Engine: Again, these are warning signs that the forklift likely has some 

internal issues. It could be as simple as needing a tune-up or something more involved.  

 Cooperative Sales People: Whoever is selling the used forklift should be willing to let you look at 

the condition of anything they are selling and give it a test drive. If the sales person seems 

uncomfortable with you checking out the forklift, walk away from the deal. 

 Updated Safety Features: Forklift safety features have seriously improved over the last few 

years. Paying a little extra for a forklift with those safety features is never a bad thing. Make sure 

the safety items on the unit, as equipped, are in proper operating condition. 

 Equipment Capabilities: Make sure you know exactly what you want to use your forklift for and 

whether or not the one you’re looking at fits your needs.  Do not settle for specifications that 

are not matched to the scope of need for this equipment. 

If all these things check out ok, the used forklift you’re considering purchasing might be a great one!  

For help deciding if used is right for you, contact your local Toyota forklift dealer. 


